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1.   How would you best describe your investment experience  
and knowledge?

	�    I am very experienced and knowledgeable about 
investments. (4 points)

	�   I have some experience and knowledge about 
investments. (2 points)

	�   I have very little or no investment experience and 
knowledge. (0 points)

2.  The main objective for my account  is to:

	� Avoid losses. (0 points)

	� Keep pace with inflation. (2 points)

	� Keep pace with the stock market. (4 points)

3.  �If�my�account�lost�30%�of�its�value�over�a short�period� 
of time, I would be:

	� Extremely uncomfortable – I cannot accept large  
short-term losses. (0 points)

	� Slightly uncomfortable – I may be ok with a short-term 
loss as long as I have time to regain those losses.  
(2 points)

	�   Comfortable – Because I have time to regain those losses.  
(4 points)

4.��� I�am�willing�to�accept�a�greater�risk of�losing�money�in�my�
account for the potential of higher long-term returns:

5.   My account has $100,000 in it. I would move my money to 
a lower risk investment if it lost ______________________________ in one year.  
(Fill in the blank.)

	�  $5,000 (5%) (0 points)

	� $10,000 (10%) (1 point)

	� $15,000 (15%) (2 points)

	�  $20,000 (20%) (3 points)

	�   I would not move my money at all. (4 points)

6.   When attempting to achieve my investment goals:

	�   I do not want my account to lose any value, even if it will 
take longer to achieve my investment goals. (0 points)

	�  I will accept small fluctuations in my account’s value.  
(1 point)

	�    I will accept moderate fluctuations in my account’s value. 
(2 points)

	�   I will accept large fluctuations in my account’s value.  
(3 points)

	�   I will accept extreme fluctuations in my account’s value. 
(4 points)

 �   Strongly Agree 
(4 points)

 �   Agree (3 points)

 �    Neutral (2 points)

 �   Disagree (1 point)

 �   Strongly Disagree  
(0 points)

How you invest your money is an important part of the retirement planning 
process. Your decisions will be based on a number of factors, such as age, 
tolerance for risk and investment objective.  In general, a young, aggressive 
investor will have a considerably different asset allocation than an older, 
more conservative investor.

    Total the points for your score.  
Your Score

The results of this quiz are intended to help you identify your comfort level with investing and risk and to determine what type of 
investor you may be. This quiz is not meant to be investment advice. Asset allocation and diversification do not assure or guarantee 
better performance and cannot eliminate the risk of investment losses.

Answer the following questions with the corresponding point value to determine your investor profile score.



Years To My Retirement My Investor Score

0-2 points 3-8 points 9-16 points 17-21 points 22-24 points

0-3 years Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative

3-5 years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative

Moderate 
Conservative

Moderate 
Conservative

Moderate 
Conservative

5-7 years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate Moderate

7-12 years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate 

Aggressive
Moderate 

Aggressive

12+ years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate 

Aggressive Aggressive

Find your total score in the chart below, along with your retirement timeline, to see what type of investment profile may be best  
for you. This chart should only serve as a guide to help you determine your own investing comfort zone.

Investor Profiles
Conservative Profile

This profile may be right for you if you want to avoid a potential loss of account value, or if you are nearing retirement.  
You should be willing to go without the potential for higher long-term returns in exchange for a more stable  
and predictable return.

Moderate Conservative Profile

This profile may be right for you if your primary goal is to avoid short-term losses. However, you also want higher long-term  
returns to offset the effects of inflation. Your account will likely have relative stability, but in order to keep up with inflation,  
some fluctuations in your account value should be expected.

Moderate Profile

This profile may be right for you if you are interested in balancing your level of risk and return. You want to have returns  
in excess of inflation and an increase in your account value over the long term, and, you should be willing to accept short-term  
losses and fluctuations in your account value.

Moderate Aggressive Profile

This profile may be right for you if you have more time until retirement and can tolerate higher-than-average fluctuations  
in your account value. This type of allocation provides the potential for higher-than-average returns over the long term.  
You should be willing to accept short-term losses and less stable returns.

Aggressive Profile

This profile may be right for you if you are willing and able to stay the course through short-term gains and losses because  
you want the potential for higher returns over the long term. You should have a long time until retirement and a high  
tolerance for risk. You should be willing to accept frequent short-term losses and extreme fluctuations in account value.



This Personal Investor Profile was created by and is the property of the Mesirow Financial Investment Strategies Group, a division of Mesirow Financial Investment 
Management, Inc. (MFIM), an SEC registered investment advisor. ADP, Inc. and its affiliates (ADP) are not affiliates of MFIM. Neither ADP nor MFIM provides 
investment, financial, legal or tax advice to participants. The information provided herein is for informational purposes only and is not intended to be, nor should 
it be construed as, individualized advice or a recommendation to purchase or sell any particular investment option.  In applying any asset allocation model to your 
individual situation, you should consider your other assets, income and investments in addition to any balance you may have in a retirement plan. The Mesirow 
Financial name is a registered service mark of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. © 2023, Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Investor Profiles
Match your investor profile to one of the sample asset allocation models.1 

LOW RISK/REWARD POTENTIAL HIGH

Conservative

20% Equity
6% Large Cap Growth
6% Large Cap Value 
0% Small/Mid Cap Growth
2% Small/Mid Cap Value
6% International

 69% Fixed Income

11%  Cash or Cash 
Equivalents

Moderate Conservative

40% Equity
11% Large Cap Growth
11% Large Cap Value 
2% Small/Mid Cap Growth
4% Small/Mid Cap Value
12% International

53% Fixed Income

7%  Cash or Cash 
Equivalents

Moderate

60% Equity
15% Large Cap Growth
16% Large Cap Value 
4% Small/Mid Cap Growth
6% Small/Mid Cap Value
19% International

37% Fixed Income

3%  Cash or Cash 
Equivalents

Moderate Aggressive

75% Equity
17% Large Cap Growth
17% Large Cap Value 
6% Small/Mid Cap Growth
9% Small/Mid Cap Value
26% International

25% Fixed Income

0%  Cash or Cash 
Equivalents

Aggressive

90% Equity
20% Large Cap Growth
20% Large Cap Value 
8% Small/Mid Cap Growth
11% Small/Mid Cap Value
31% International

10% Fixed Income

0%  Cash or Cash 
Equivalents

1  These risk-based asset allocation models were created using the following three asset classes: Domestic Equity; Intermediate-Term Domestic Bond;  
and Cash Equivalents (Money Market).

This sample allocation of investor profiles is not meant to be construed as a recommendation or investment advice. It is intended to give you 
a point of reference when considering your own unique situation. You may have additional concerns not reflected herein that may affect 
your investment decisions. Asset allocation does not assure or guarantee better performance and cannot eliminate the risk of investment 
losses. Please consult with your own advisors for such advice.

Equity funds are subject to changes in value that may be attributable to market perception of a particular issuer or to general stock market 
fluctuations that affect all issuers. Investments in equity securities may be more volatile than investments in other asset classes Growth 
funds can perform differently from the market as a whole and other types of stocks, and can be more volatile than other types of stocks. 
Value funds can perform differently from other types of stocks, and can continue to be undervalued by the market for long periods of 
time. All registered funds within an asset allocation model has a prospectus (or information statement, as applicable) that contains the 
objectives, risks, charges and expenses of a fund. There is no assurance any fund will meet its objective.

Investment options are available through the applicable entity(ies) for each retirement product. Investment options in the “ADP Direct 
Products” are available through either ADP Broker-Dealer, Inc. (ADP BD), Member FINRA, an affiliate of ADP, Inc., One ADP Blvd, Roseland, 
NJ 07068 or (in the case of certain investments) ADP, Inc. Only registered representatives of ADP BD may offer and sell ADP retirement 
products and services or speak to retirement plan features and/or investment options available in any ADP retirement products. Registered 
representatives of ADP BD do not offer investment, tax or legal advice to individuals. 

ADP, Inc. owns and operates the ADP participant websites and ADP Mobile Solutions App. By delivering this material, ADP, Inc., 
its affiliates and their employees (“ADP”) are merely providing a service to clients of ADP Retirement Services and are not making 
any representations about or promoting the services of any third party, nor making any representations about or assuming any 
responsibility for the accuracy and/or content of these materials, except to the extent such materials specifically address or mention 
ADP and/or its services. 
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